General Outline for a 5-Paragraph Essay 
1. Introduction 

a. General/Background Information

b. Thesis Statement: 

c. Preview of your three claims (two examples if you’re writing only a four-paragraph essay)

i. Claim 1: 

ii. Claim 2: 

iii. Claim 3: 

2. Claim 1:  

a. Topic Sentence:

b. Evidence/Supporting Detail 1: 

c. Evidence/Supporting Detail 2:

d. Concluding Sentence:  

3. Claim 2:  

a. Topic Sentence:

b. Evidence/Supporting Detail 1: 

c. Evidence/Supporting Detail 2:

d. Concluding Sentence:  

4. Claim 3 (this paragraph will not included should you decide to only write a four paragraph essay):  

a. Topic Sentence:

b. Evidence/Supporting Detail 1: 

c. Evidence/Supporting Detail 2:

d. Concluding Sentence:  

5. Conclusion: (I believe we’ve discussed options for conclusions, yes? Let me know if you need a refresher)

